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Few contemporary issues question the nature of life and death, families and communities, altruism and self-
interest, and individual rights and public good as dramatically as does organ donation and transplantation.

Transplantation raises profound and intriguing concerns about the interplay of medical needs, state authority
and bodily integrity. Although advances in medical technology and the development of immunosuppressant
drugs have made transplantation an almost routine procedure in many parts of the world, the actual
availability of transplantable organs remains inadequate to the need. Accordingly, various strategies and
policies are in force to increase the supply of organs.

In this edited volume, Bethany Spielman includes selected papers from a 1995 conference cosponsored by
the Department of Medical Humanities of the Southern Illinois University School of Medicine and the Live
and Learn Organ Donation Awareness Program of the Illinois Secretary of State. Seventeen distinguished
experts from the fields of bioethics, medicine, law, history, philosophy, and public policy consider questions
integral to the foundations and operations of organ donation in the 1990s: To what extent is policy guided by
law, cultural notions of gift giving, scientific facts, or political interests? How should organs be obtained and
from whom? What should be the role of financial incentives? Do existing frameworks and protocols in
medical centers and surgical suites sufficiently protect and respect living and cadaver donors? Can donations
be increased to meet growing demand? Is there a right to refuse donation?

The essays explore a range of specific issues: Third World violation of rights and the "theft" of organs,
proposed and proven remedies for the shortage of organs, the unique ethical issues relating to donations by
children, the recently rescinded American Medical Association decision to approve harvesting of organs
from anencephalic infants, and apparent inequities in national and global allocation.

This book should be enlightening for practicing clinicians, bioethicists, students, policy analysts, and others
interested in the technological and ethical impacts of medicine on society.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Organ and Tissue Donation: Ethical, Legal, and Policy
Issues (Medical Humanities Series) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Lily Pawlak:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Organ and Tissue
Donation: Ethical, Legal, and Policy Issues (Medical Humanities Series), you could enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Kerry Erdman:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Organ and
Tissue Donation: Ethical, Legal, and Policy Issues (Medical Humanities Series) will give you new
experience in reading a book.

William Levitt:

Beside this Organ and Tissue Donation: Ethical, Legal, and Policy Issues (Medical Humanities Series) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Organ and Tissue Donation: Ethical, Legal, and
Policy Issues (Medical Humanities Series) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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