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Unicorns, mermaids, dragons, and phoenixes may feel at home in fantasy literature, but references to these
and other mysterious creatures go back much further in history. The Bible, Talmud, and Midrash refer to
many such strange creatures. In this beautifully designed and richly illustrated book, Natan Slifkin, the
famed "zoo rabbi" and author of Seasons of Life, Nature's Song, and The Challenge of Creation, examines a
host of mythic and not so mythic creatures from both their Torah descriptions and modern zoological
research, giving us a new perspective on the interface between science, myth, and Torah thought. Greatly
expanding on a prior book, Mysterious Creatures, Rabbi Slifkin explores conflicts between the Talmud and
science in the context of Torah mysteries of zoology. The Talmud and Midrash discuss a wide range of
bizarre creatures, including mermaids, unicorns, griffins, dragons, sea-serpents and phoenixes, aswell as
strange biological concepts such as spontaneous generation. Sacred Monster s discusses these cases in detail
and brings arange of different approaches for understanding them. It is an essential book for any student or
educator who has ever struggled with conflicts between the Talmud and science. Strikingly designed, and
including extraordinary photographs and illustrations, thisisatruly stimulating work. The goal of this book
is not merely to persuade readers that the Talmud and Midrash are worthy of their interest. It isimportant to
discuss these creatures for the same reason that the Sages of the Talmud and Torah scholars throughout the
ages saw fit to discuss them & emdash; namely, that they are also part of Torah. Torah is not just about
history, religiousritual and laws of interpersonal conduct. It is an extremely broad field of study that
encompasses many different topics. Some areas of the Torah are more popular or more relevant than others,
but we should not neglect the others. The animals of this book are discussed in classical Jewish literature for
avariety of reasons. With some, such asthe tachash, it isamatter of understanding the construction of the
Tabernacle. With others, such as the mermaid, the goal isto clarify a matter of law. And with yet others,
such as Leviathan, the point is to convey various theol ogical messages. Furthermore, there is a particular
pressing need for abook of this nature. When people encounter references to such creatures in the Talmud,
they can be left with anything from gnawing questions to a severe crisis of faith. Did such creatures really
exist? Did the Sages of the Talmud really believe in such creatures? What are we to make of it? This book
studies the history of the various approaches that have traditionally been taken by Torah scholarsin resolving
such issues.
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From reader reviews:
Richard McCain:

The actual book Sacred Monsters will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The
author styleto elucidate the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suitable to you. The book Sacred Monstersis much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Philip Mejia:

The publication untitled Sacred Monstersis the guide that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of research when write the book, hence
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Sacred
Monsters from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Thomas White;

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Sacred Monsters was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book Sacred Monsters has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you fedl happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Dennis Sellers:;

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading aguide. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Sacred Monsters to make your personal
reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especialy. Itisto befirst opinion for you to like to available abook and learn it. Beside that the guide
Sacred Monsters can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what
must you're doing of the time.
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