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This book is a prose translation of a selection of women saints' lives from the Gilte Legende, the Middle
English version of Jacobus de Voragine's Legenda Aurea, one of the most influential books to come from the
middle ages. Because of its popularity and subject matter, the Gilte Legende was widely read and used as a
model for everyday life, including the education of women through examples set by early Christian martyrs.
Many of the women saints spoke passionately about their convictions and defended their faith and their
bodies to the death. For over 400 years, these amazing vernacular stories have been inaccessible to a wider
audience. This book divides the lives of female saints into: the "ryght hooly virgins", who vocally defend
their bodies against Roman persecution; "holy mothers", who give up their traditional role to pursue a life of
contemplation; the 'repentant sinners', who convert and voice their defiance against a society that demanded
silence in women; and the "holy transvestites", who cast off their gender identity to find absolution and
salvation. Their lives reach through the ages to speak to a modern audience, academic and non-academic,
forcing a re-examination of women's roles in the medieval period. LARISSA TRACY is Adjunct Assistant
Professor of English at Georgetown University and George Mason University. Series editor JANE CHANCE
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Jensen:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which you should start with. This Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle
English Saints Lives (Library of Medieval Women) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Terrance Hutchins:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle English Saints Lives
(Library of Medieval Women).

Lois Hutter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Women of the Gilte Legende: A
Selection of Middle English Saints Lives (Library of Medieval Women) reserve written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still hesitation Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle English Saints
Lives (Library of Medieval Women) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content.
This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Latoya Palos:

This Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle English Saints Lives (Library of Medieval
Women) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit
of digest in reading this Women of the Gilte Legende: A Selection of Middle English Saints Lives (Library
of Medieval Women) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even
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dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life along with knowledge.
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