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In October of 1910, only four years before the outbreak of WWI, the precursor of the U.S. Air Force had one
plane and a couple of dirigibles. Nobody knew which form of flight would predominate: planes, dirigibles, or
balloons. And for a period of 17 days that month, this question was on prime display. The dirigible America,
captained by Walter Wellman, was trying to cross the Atlantic. At horse racing tracks from Belmont Park in
New York to California, huge crowds watched airplanes race above the ovals. And from St. Louis,
ballooning teams from around the world took off in pursuit of the Bennett International Balloon Cup, given
to the balloon that travelled the furthest distance. The dramatic denouement featuring Americans Alan
Hawley and Augustus Post would stun the country. Newspapers, even in the smallest of towns, kept their
readers informed of all the latest aerial accidents and international squabbles. The public treated aviators of
all kinds like matinee idols.

While the future was anything but clear then, in retrospect these few days nearly 100 years ago laid the
foundation for an Air Force that would become the largest and most powerful in the world. In Chasing
Icarus, Gavin Mortimer has plumbed original and primary sources to paint a vivid picture of the launching
point of flight, and an indelible portrait of the late-Edwardian world about to explode into war.
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From reader reviews:

Lidia Hill:

The book Chasing Icarus: The Seventeen Days in 1910 That Forever Changed American Aviation can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like
a book Chasing Icarus: The Seventeen Days in 1910 That Forever Changed American Aviation? A few of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Chasing Icarus: The Seventeen Days in
1910 That Forever Changed American Aviation has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Carolyn Fletcher:

This book untitled Chasing Icarus: The Seventeen Days in 1910 That Forever Changed American Aviation to
be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this publication from your list.

Alex Estepp:

This Chasing Icarus: The Seventeen Days in 1910 That Forever Changed American Aviation is completely
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Chasing Icarus: The Seventeen Days in 1910 That Forever Changed American Aviation can be
the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Ron Matthies:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Chasing Icarus: The Seventeen Days in 1910 That
Forever Changed American Aviation or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
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science reserve, any other book likes Chasing Icarus: The Seventeen Days in 1910 That Forever Changed
American Aviation to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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