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"Dan Jones has an enviable gift for telling a dramatic story while at the same time inviting us to
consider serious topics like liberty and the seeds of representative government." —Antonia Fraser

From the New York Times bestselling author of The Plantagenets, a lively, action-packed history of how the
Magna Carta came to be.
 
The Magna Carta is revered around the world as the founding document of Western liberty. Its
principles—even its language—can be found in our Bill of Rights and in the Constitution. But what was this
strange document and how did it gain such legendary status?

Dan Jones takes us back to the turbulent year of 1215, when, beset by foreign crises and cornered by a
growing domestic rebellion, King John reluctantly agree to fix his seal to a document that would change the
course of history. At the time of its creation the Magna Carta was just a peace treaty drafted by a group of
rebel barons who were tired of the king's high taxes, arbitrary justice, and endless foreign wars. The fragile
peace it established would last only two months, but its principles have reverberated over the centuries. 

Jones's riveting narrative follows the story of the Magna Carta's creation, its failure, and the war that
subsequently engulfed England, and charts the high points in its unespected afterlife. Reissued by King
John's successors it protected the Church, banned unlawful imprisonment, and set limits to the exercise of
royal power. It established the principle that taxation must be tied to representation and paved the way for the
creation of Parliament. 

In 1776 American patriots, inspired by that long-ago defiance, dared to pick up arms against another English
king and to demand even more far-reaching rights. We think of the Declaration of Independence as our
founding document but those who drafted it had their eye on the Magna Carta.
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From reader reviews:

Kimi Frantz:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Magna Carta: The Birth of
Liberty. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Melissa Conner:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the publication untitled Magna Carta: The Birth of Liberty can be fine book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Esther Ponce:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Magna Carta: The Birth of
Liberty can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Arthur Poulsen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Magna Carta: The Birth of Liberty.
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