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Jean-Jacques Rousseau has a claim to be ranked above even Karl Marx as the political philosopher who has
most influenced everyday life. His much-read philosophy of education alone would qualify him for a high
place, but his political theory is even more important: decisions affecting millions of people were made
based on the reading of certain lines of the Social Contract. Yet while politicians and scholars have studied
this book for 250 years, almost no agreement exists on how to interpret its central concept: freedom.
Rousseau's theory of freedom has led him to be called everything from the greatest prophet of individual
liberty to the designer of the first totalitarian state.

This book offers a new, unifying interpretation of the theory of freedom in the Social Contract. Simpson
gives a careful analysis of Rousseau's theory of the social pact, and then examines the kinds of freedom that
it brings about, showing how Rousseau's individualist and collectivist aspects fit into a larger and logically
coherent theory of human liberty. Simpson's book not only helps us to understand one of the pre-eminent
political minds of the 18th century, but also brings us into closer conversation with those he influenced, who
have done so much to shape our world. And in light of the interest in contemporary contractualist
philosophers like Rawls, Scanlon, and Gauthier, readers will find it worthwhile to return to the thinker who
offers one of the most radical, profound, and insightful theories of the social contract ever devised.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Rousseau's Theory of Freedom (Bloomsbury Studies in Philosophy), it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a publication.

Julio Rico:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your small
amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be study.
Rousseau's Theory of Freedom (Bloomsbury Studies in Philosophy) can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Jonathan Leake:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Rousseau's Theory of Freedom (Bloomsbury Studies in Philosophy) this
reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited
all of you.

Rick Beard:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This publication Rousseau's Theory of Freedom (Bloomsbury Studies in
Philosophy) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
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simply wanted.
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