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One of the most influential experts on military history and strategy has now written his magnum opus, an
original and provocative account of the past hundred years of global conflict. The Changing Face of War is
the book that reveals the path that led to the impasse in Irag, why powerful standing armies are now helpless
against ill-equipped insurgents, and how the security of sovereign nations may be maintained in the future.

While paying close attention to the unpredictable human element, Martin van Creveld takes us on ajourney
from the last century’s clashes of massive armiesto today’ s short, high-tech, lopsided skirmishes and
frustrating quagmires. Here isthe world as it wasin 1900, controlled by a handful of “great powers,” mostly
European, with the memories of eighteenth-century wars still fresh. Armies were still led by officersriding
on horses, messages conveyed by hand, drum, and bugle. As the telegraph, telephone, and radio
revolutionized communications, big-gun battleships like the British Dreadnought, the tank, and the airplane
altered warfare.

Van Creveld paints a powerful portrait of World War |, in which armies would be counted in the millions,
casualties—such as those in the cataclysmic battle of the Marne-would become staggering, and deadly new
weapons, such as poison gas, would be introduced. Ultimately, Germany’ s plans to outmaneuver her enemies
to victory came to naught as the battle lines ossified and the winners proved to be those who could produce
the most weapons and provide the most soldiers.

The Changing Face of War then propels us to the even greater global carnage of World War 1. Innovations
in armored warfare and airpower, along with technological breakthroughs from radar to the atom bomb,
transformed war from simple slaughter to a complex event requiring new expertise—all in the service of
savagery, from Pearl Harbor to Dachau to Hiroshima. The further development of nuclear weapons during
the Cold War shifts nations from fighting wars to deterring them: The number of active troops shrinks and
the influence of the military declines as civilian think tanks set policy and volunteer forces “ decouple’ the
idea of defense from the world of everyday people.

War today, van Crevald tells us, isamix of the ancient and the advanced, as state-of-the-art armiesfail to
defeat small groups of crudely outfitted guerrilla and terrorists, a pattern that began with Britain’s exit from
Indiaand culminating in American misadventuresin Vietnam and Irag, examples of what the author calls a
“long, almost unbroken record of failure.”

How to learn from the recent past to reshape the military for this new challenge—how to still save, in a sense,

the free world—is the ultimate lesson of this big, bold, and cautionary work. The Changing Face of War is
sure to become the standard source on this essential subject.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Long:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for usto
understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Changing Face of War: Lessons of Combat, from
the Marneto Irag.

Roger Waldrop:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Changing Face of
War: Lessons of Combat, from the Marne to Irag is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Donna Hubbard:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Changing Face of War: Lessons of
Combat, from the Marne to Iraq e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The Changing Face of
War: Lessons of Combat, from the Marne to Iraq as good book not merely by the cover but also by content.
Thisis one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already aerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Walter Feuersten:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You

can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Changing Face of War: Lessons of Combat, from the Marne to Iraq when you needed it?
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