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For much of the world, the twentieth century can be seen as a big-budget disaster film--the stifling darkness
of oppression, the green of the ruling classes. For the world's elite, the near-universal adoption of capitalism
today reveals modern history as a narrative of unbroken progress.

Eschewing conventional chronological accounts, The Twentieth Century is organized around the major
themes of the last hundred years. To help us understand our recent past and probable future, Clive Ponting
offers a "world systems" theory. His analysis holds that a few core states have dominated much of the rest of
the world, which provides raw materials and cheap labor and remains tied to the core as virtual colonial
territory. Between these extremes are Latin America, the Middle East, and eastern Asia, which have a limited
shot at self-determination. Economic, social, and political differences between the core and periphery
continue to grow. Atlantic predominance, which molded world history for four hundred years, has been
challenged by the countries of the Pacific.

The book's central theme revolves around the struggle between progress and barbarism; the hope for our
future is that "our conscience will catch up with our reason." Everywhere in the world people now live
longer than their predecessors. A majority has become literate, and most have benefited from recent
technological progress. Nevertheless, democracy is unavailable to the preponderance of people, and in the
century's final years the chasm between rich and poor continues to expand. On the eve of the millennium this
vivid history is a must-read.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Twentieth Century: A World History ended up being
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The publication The Twentieth Century: A World History is not only giving you much
more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The Twentieth Century: A
World History. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Taylor Becker:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Twentieth Century: A World History, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Lowell Seymour:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Twentieth Century: A World History provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Gary Games:

This The Twentieth Century: A World History is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little digest in reading this The Twentieth Century: A World History can
be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the
e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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