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Whether one thinks homosexuals are born or made, they generally are not born into gay families, nor are
they socialized to be gay by their peers or schools. How then do people become aware of homosexuality and,
in some cases, integrate into gay communities? The making of homosexual identity is the result of a
communicative process that entails searching, listening, looking, reading, and finding. Contacts Desired
proposes that this communicative process has a history, and it sets out to tell that story.

Martin Meeker here argues that over the course of the twentieth century, a series of important innovations
occurred in the networks that linked individuals to a larger social knowledge of homosexuality. He points to
three key innovations in particular: the emergence of the homophile movement in the 1950s; the mass media
treatments of homosexuals in the late 1950s and early 1960s; and the popularization of do-it-yourself
publishing from the late 1940s to the 1970s, which offered bar guides, handmade magazines, and other
materials that gay men and lesbians could use to seek one another out. In the process, Meeker unearths a
treasure trove of archival materials that reveals how homosexuals played a crucial role in transforming the
very structure of communications and urban communities since the postwar era.
 
"Contacts Desired is a valuable and enduring work of scholarship, surely the best book in gay and lesbian
history this year."--Gay and Lesbian Review
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Tucker:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Contacts Desired:
Gay and Lesbian Communications and Community, 1940s-1970s? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Brian Crowe:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Contacts Desired: Gay and Lesbian
Communications and Community, 1940s-1970s will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking
for best book or suited book with you?

Willie Briggs:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Contacts Desired: Gay and Lesbian Communications and Community, 1940s-1970s provide you
with a new experience in reading through a book.

Christopher Dixon:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Contacts Desired: Gay and Lesbian Communications and Community, 1940s-1970s we can consider
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this
book Contacts Desired: Gay and Lesbian Communications and Community, 1940s-1970s. You can more
inviting than now.
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