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In this magisterial work, leading cultural critic Mary Eberstadt delivers a powerful new theory about the
decline of religion in the Western world. The conventional wisdom is that the West first experienced
religious decline, followed by the decline of the family. Eberstadt turns this standard account on its head.
Marshalling an impressive array of research, from fascinating historical data on family decline in pre-
Revolutionary France to contemporary popular culture both in the United States and Europe, Eberstadt
shows that the reverse has also been true: the undermining of the family has further undermined Christianity
itself.
 
Drawing on sociology, history, demography, theology, literature, and many other sources, Eberstadt shows
that family decline and religious decline have gone hand in hand in the Western world in a way that has not
been understood before—that they are, as she puts it in a striking new image summarizing the book’s thesis,
“the double helix of society, each dependent on the strength of the other for successful reproduction.”
 
In sobering final chapters, Eberstadt then lays out the enormous ramifications of the mutual demise of family
and faith in the West. While it is fashionable in some circles to applaud the decline both of religion and the
nuclear family, there are, as Eberstadt reveals, enormous social, economic, civic, and other costs attendant on
both declines. Her conclusion considers this tantalizing question: whether the economic and demographic
crisis now roiling Europe and spreading to America will have the inadvertent result of reviving the family as
the most viable alternative to the failed welfare state—fallout that could also lay the groundwork for a
religious revival as well.
 
How the West Really Lost God is both a startlingly original account of how secularization happens and
a sweeping brief about why everyone should care. A book written for agnostics as well as believers, atheists
as well as “none of the above,” it will permanently change the way every reader understands the two
institutions that have hitherto undergirded Western civilization as we know it—family and faith—and the
real nature of the relationship between those two pillars of history.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
today, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific How the West Really
Lost God: A New Theory of Secularization book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

William Nelson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title How the West
Really Lost God: A New Theory of Secularization suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled How the West Really Lost God: A New Theory of
Secularizationis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of
this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Elizabeth Blake:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
How the West Really Lost God: A New Theory of Secularization, you could tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Wilbert York:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying How the West Really Lost God: A
New Theory of Secularization that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
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studying as your good habit, you may pick How the West Really Lost God: A New Theory of Secularization
become your starter.
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