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What defines a "watershed event," a moment in history that changes the world forever? Victor Davis Hanson
tackles this intriguing question in RIPPLES OF BATTLE, an eye-opening look at three great military
encounters: Okinawa, Shiloh, and Delium, an obscure battle of the Peloponnesian War. A master of military
detail, Hanson describes the strategies and tactics, and the terrible cost in human life, of each battle. These
vivid accounts set the stage for a wider inquiry into the long-term, often unintended, consequences of war.

RIPPLES OF BATTLE begins with the most recent battle and works backward in time, starting with
Okinawa (1945) and its legacy. While many have drawn comparisons between the 9/11 pilots and the
Japanese kamikazes, Hanson argues that the real significance of the battle was the heightening of America’s
resolve to win the war at any cost. The failure of suicide tactics was also a vital catalyst in ending Japan’s
militarist leadership and setting the country on the path toward democracy. Next, Hanson explains how the
death of Confederate Commander-in-Chief Albert Sidney Johnston at Shiloh (1862), long considered a
turning point in the Civil War, gave birth to the myth of the Lost Cause—the belief that only a tragic
accident of fate destroyed the South’s noble dream. The stubborn devotion to this reactionary view would
slow Southern progress for a century. Turning to the battle of Delium (424 B.C.), Hanson shows how the
ripples of each battle spread and deepen with the passage of time. Little remembered today, the battle
inspired a tragedy by Euripides, profoundly altered the direction of Western philosophy (Socrates was one of
the few Athenians to survive), and virtually created Western infantry tactics.

Employing the lens of the past to bring the present into focus, RIPPLES OF BATTLE is a work of
penetrating insight and profound understanding of the human cost and consequence of war.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Hodgkins:

The book Ripples of Battle: How Wars of the Past Still Determine How We Fight, How We Live, and How
We Think will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The
book Ripples of Battle: How Wars of the Past Still Determine How We Fight, How We Live, and How We
Think is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Doris Brown:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Ripples of Battle: How Wars of the Past Still Determine How We Fight, How We Live, and
How We Think.

Michael Brown:

Ripples of Battle: How Wars of the Past Still Determine How We Fight, How We Live, and How We Think
can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-
book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement
in writing Ripples of Battle: How Wars of the Past Still Determine How We Fight, How We Live, and How
We Think yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Michael Gage:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. Ripples of Battle: How Wars of the Past Still Determine How We Fight, How We Live, and How We
Think can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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