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Originally conceived to commemorate the 400th anniversary of Columbus's discovery of America, the
World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 was one of the largest (633 acres) and most influential aggregations
of human talent, energy, and industry ever assembled. More than 27 million visitors entered the grounds
(now Jackson Park) to marvel at the exhibits and displays housed in some 200 buildings, including those of
79 foreign governments and 38 states. Although the Fair had its share of "firsts" (original Ferris wheel, first
midway, Edison's kinetoscope, etc.), its chief marvel was its architecture. It is that aspect which is
emphasized in this striking photographic record.
Beginning with an overview of the fair's planning and conceptual stages, Stanley Appelbaum's well-
researched text then proceeds to a fascinating discussion of the personalities, regional rivalries, and intense
controversy surrounding the Beaux-Arts architecture (the "White City" style) of the fair, including its
enormous impact on subsequent American architecture. The contributions of such outstanding architects and
firms as R. M. Hunt; McKim, Mead and White; Frederick Law Olmsted; and Peabody and Stearns are
described.
The book then becomes a building-by-building walking tour of the fair — imaginatively reconstructed with
the help of 128 sharply reproduced rare contemporary photographs, printed on fine coated stock, and a
concise, fact-filled text. The placid basins, ponds, and Lagoon that graced the fairgrounds lend a serene aura
to these priceless views of the great buildings and sights of the fair: the Beaux-Arts glories of the
Administration and Agriculture Buildings; Daniel Chester French's statue of the Republic; the Columbian
Fountain by Frederick MacMonnies; the Golden Door of Louis Sullivan's Transportation Building; the
Peristyle; Mary Cassatt's mural in the Woman's Building; the pure classicism of the Palace of Fine Arts (now
the Museum of Science and Industry); numerous state and foreign pavilions, and of course, the Midway —
the first separate amusement area at a World's Fair, and the reputed location of Little Egypt's celebrated
danse du ventre.
In the concluding section, the author touches on other memorable aspects of the fair and its times: the Panic
of 1893; the Pullman Strike; famous visitors (Archduke Ferdinand, the Spanish Infanta, etc.); cultural and
social congresses, and finally, the disastrous fires that ultimately destroyed many of the buildings. For social
and cultural historians, Chicagoans, and anyone interested in the special magic of a world's fair, this book is
a loving and nostalgic look back — to a time bathed in the golden light of the fin-de-siècle years, when a
colossal spectacle of human achievement in art, science, and industry captured the world's attention for one
magic and unforgettable moment.
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From reader reviews:

David George:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book The Chicago World's Fair of 1893: A Photographic
Record (Dover Architectural) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Chicago World's Fair of 1893: A
Photographic Record (Dover Architectural) is not only giving you more new information but also to become
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with the book The Chicago World's Fair of 1893: A Photographic Record (Dover Architectural).
You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

James Koenig:

This The Chicago World's Fair of 1893: A Photographic Record (Dover Architectural) are usually reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Chicago World's Fair
of 1893: A Photographic Record (Dover Architectural) can be one of several great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Chicago World's Fair of 1893:
A Photographic Record (Dover Architectural) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Rubin Bourne:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled The Chicago World's Fair of 1893: A Photographic Record
(Dover Architectural) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Shirley Bishop:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Chicago World's Fair of 1893: A Photographic Record (Dover Architectural) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one type
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The The Chicago World's Fair of 1893: A
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Photographic Record (Dover Architectural) giving you a different experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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