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A great deal has been written about southern memory centering on the Civil War, particularly the view of the
war asavaliant lost cause. In this challenging new book Bruce Baker looks at arelated, and equally
important, aspect of southern memory that has been treated by historians only in passing: Reconstruction.
What Reconstruction Meant examines what both white and black South Carolinians thought about the
history of Reconstruction and how it shaped the way they lived their livesin the first half of the twentieth
century.

Baker addresses the dominant white construct of "the dark days of Reconstruction,” which was instrumental
both in ending Reconstruction and in justifying Jim Crow and the disfranchisement of African Americansin
the South, setting the tone for early historians' accounts of Reconstruction. Looking back on the same era,
African Americans and their supporters recalled atime of potential and of rights to be regained, inspiring
their continuing struggles to change the South.

Baker draws on atremendous range of newspapers, memoirs, correspondence, and published materias, to
show the intricate process by which the white-supremacist memory of Reconstruction became important in
the 1890s, as segregation and disenfranchisement took hold in the South, and how it began to crumble as the
civil rights movement gained momentum. Examining the southern memory of Reconstruction, in all its
forms, isan essentia element in understanding the society and politics of the twentieth-century South.
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From reader reviews:
Teddy Hathorn:

The experience that you get from What Reconstruction Meant: Historical Memory in the American South
(The American South Series) isamore deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more
you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but What Reconstruction
Meant: Historica Memory in the American South (The American South Series) giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this What Reconstruction Meant: Historical
Memory in the American South (The American South Series) instantly.

Paul Gay:

The reserve with title What Reconstruction Meant: Historical Memory in the American South (The
American South Series) contains alot of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of help after
read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Mar cella Aragon:

The particular book What Reconstruction Meant: Historical Memory in the American South (The American
South Series) has alot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Pamela Stanley:

What Reconstruction Meant: Historical Memory in the American South (The American South Series) can be
one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his’her effort to set every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing What Reconstruction Meant: Historical Memory in the American South
(The American South Series) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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