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New York Times Book Review 
"[S]mart, delightful... a splendidly entertaining education in ethics, activism and science.”

Editors's Choice, New York Times Book Review

An impassioned defense of intellectual freedom and a clarion call to intellectual responsibility, Galileo’s
Middle Finger is one American’s eye-opening story of life in the trenches of scientific controversy. For two
decades, historian Alice Dreger has led a life of extraordinary engagement, combining activist service to
victims of unethical medical research with defense of scientists whose work has outraged identity politics
activists. With spirit and wit, Dreger offers in Galileo’s Middle Finger an unforgettable vision of the
importance of rigorous truth seeking in today’s America, where both the free press and free scholarly inquiry
struggle under dire economic and political threats.

This illuminating chronicle begins with Dreger’s own research into the treatment of people born intersex
(once called hermaphrodites). Realization of the shocking surgical and ethical abuses conducted in the name
of “normalizing” intersex children’s gender identities moved Dreger to become an internationally recognized
patient rights’ activist. But even as the intersex rights movement succeeded, Dreger began to realize how
some fellow progressive activists were employing lies and personal attacks to silence scientists whose data
revealed uncomfortable truths about humans. In researching one such case, Dreger suddenly became the
target of just these kinds of attacks.

Troubled, she decided to try to understand more—to travel the country to ferret out the truth behind various
controversies, to obtain a global view of the nature and costs of these battles. Galileo’s Middle Finger
describes Dreger’s long and harrowing journeys between the two camps for which she felt equal empathy:
social justice activists determined to win and researchers determined to put hard truths before comfort.
Ultimately what emerges is a lesson about the intertwining of justice and of truth—and a lesson of the
importance of responsible scholars and journalists to our fragile democracy.

Booklist (starred review)
"A crusader in the mold of muckrackers from a century ago, Dreger doesn’t try to hide her politics or her
agenda. Instead she advocates for change intelligently and passionately. Highly recommended."

Kirkus (starred review): 
“Let us be grateful that there are writers like Dreger who have the wits and the guts to fight for
truth.” 

Jared Diamond, author of Guns, Germs, and Steel and The World until Yesterday
“Alice Dreger would win a prize for this year’s most gripping novel, except for one thing: her stories
are true, and this isn’t a novel.  Instead, it’s an exciting account of complicated good guys and bad
guys, and the pursuit of justice.”
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

The book Galileo's Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists, and the Search for Justice in Science make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Galileo's Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists, and the Search for Justice in Science being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like start and read a reserve Galileo's Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists, and the
Search for Justice in Science. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Alma Hillyer:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Galileo's Middle Finger: Heretics,
Activists, and the Search for Justice in Science is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Craig Harrison:

The guide with title Galileo's Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists, and the Search for Justice in Science has lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Fran Short:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Galileo's Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists, and the Search for Justice in Science
this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
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why this book suited all of you.
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