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In this expansive study, Bryan Giemza recovers a neglected subculture and retrieves a missing chapter of
Irish Catholic heritage by canvassing the literature of American Irish writers from the U.S. South. Giemza
offers a defining new view of Irish American authors and their interrelationships within both transatlantic
and ethnic regional contexts. From the first Irish American novel, published in Winchester, Virginia, in
1817, Giemza investigates a cast of nineteenth-century writers contending with the turbulence of their
time?writers influenced by both American and Irish revolutions. Additionally, he considers dramatists and
propagandists of the Civil War and Lost Cause memoirists who emerged in its wake. Some familiar names
reemerge in an Irish context, including Joel Chandler Harris, Lafcadio Hearn, and Kate (O'Flaherty) Chopin.
Giemza also examines the works of twentieth-century southern Irish writers, such as Margaret Mitchell, John
Kennedy Toole, Flannery O'Connor, Pat Conroy, Anne Rice, Valerie Sayers, and Cormac McCarthy. For
each author, Giemza traces the influences of Catholicism as it shaped both faith and ethnic identity, pointing
to shared sensibilities and contradictions. Flannery O'Connor, for example, resisted identification as an Irish
American, while Cormac McCarthy, described by some as "anti-Catholic," continues a dialogue with the
Church from which he distanced himself. Giemza draws on many never-before-seen documents, including
authorized material from the correspondence of Cormac McCarthy, interviews from the Irish community of
Flannery O'Connor's native Savannah, Georgia, and Giemza's own correspondence with writers such as
Valerie Sayers and Anne Rice. This lively literary history prompts a new understanding of how the Irish in
the region helped invent a regional mythos, an enduring literature, and a national image.
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From reader reviews:

John Silverstein:

The particular book Irish Catholic Writers and the Invention of the American South (Southern Literary
Studies) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Jennifer Garza:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Irish Catholic Writers and the Invention of the
American South (Southern Literary Studies) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Irish Catholic Writers and the Invention of the American South (Southern
Literary Studies) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Donald Diaz:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Irish Catholic Writers and the Invention of the American South (Southern Literary
Studies) can make you feel more interested to read.

Evelyn Ross:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
From the book Irish Catholic Writers and the Invention of the American South (Southern Literary Studies)
we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must like to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life
by this book Irish Catholic Writers and the Invention of the American South (Southern Literary Studies).
You can more desirable than now.
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